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Padma Hotel Bandung
A luxury of hotel nestled in the hilly Ciumbu-
leuit area of Bandung, Indonesia, Padma Band-
ung is set against a backdrop of lush greenery. 

First impressions are everything, and setting 
foot in the hotel was like embarking on a mini 
adventure. The most striking feature is the lob-
by that sits on the highest fl oor, with the rooms 
and amenities located on the lower fl oors! This 
makes it seem as if the lobby is at the peak of a 
mountain, while the rest of the hotel cascades 
below – a fi tting design considering the hilly 
locale. This unique feature means that guests 
enjoy unobstructed views of the surrounding 
mountainsides from the comfort of the lobby, 
rooms and swimming pools.

I was boarded in the Hillside Studio, 37 
square metres of modern luxury overlooking 
the beauties of nature. Equipped with a plush 
king-sized bed and a 37-inch LED TV, among 
other creature comforts, the room included a 
fl oor-to-ceiling glass panel, affording a sweep-
ing hillside view. My favourite part of the stu-
dio was the bathroom, which was as large as 
the room! With its freestanding bathtub and 
see-through partition opening onto the bed 
chamber, and the large window beyond, I found 
myself looking for any excuse to take a bath 
just to relish a soak with a view.

At Padma Bandung, tranquillity is a common 
commodity. For starters, the hotel offers a daily 
yoga class by the pool. The hatha yoga flow 
classes cater for beginners, so everyone can 
participate. Even regular practitioners can work 
on their moves with the help of the friendly 
coaches. Held at 7.00am every morning, the 
classes are a relaxing way to start the day. 

Guests looking to escape into nature can also 
sign up for the hotel’s guided hiking excursion. 

and varied menu. The venue offers both Asian 
and Western dishes, as well as Sundanese fa-
vourites such as Nasi Timbel Rancabentang (rice 
wrapped in banana leaf, served with sides of 
fried chicken, tofu, fermented beancurd, and 
chili paste) and Udang Kerapu Merah Mang Yanis 
(prawns cooked in mixed spice seasoning and 
baked grouper drizzled in chili sauce). The Res-
taurant seats up to 250 people, and its location 
on the highest fl oor allows guests to enjoy the 
pleasant mountain breeze while dining.
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It’s a short trail through the neighbouring for-
est, which takes around an hour each way. For 
guests who have forgotten their trekking shoes, 
the hotel provides appropriate footwear so no 
one gets left behind. All this barely covers the 
plethora of activities available at Padma Band-
ung, which includes fl ying fox, rock-climbing, 
and archery, as well as kid-friendly activities 
such as necklace making for the little ones.

Attractions also abound around Padma 
Bandung. The biggest must-see near the hotel 
is Gunung Tangkuban Perahu itself, which is 
only 40 minutes away. Other destinations in-
clude the Taman Ir. Hj Djuanda garden and the 
two famous hot springs, Maribaya and Gracia.

Padma Bandung may only have one F&B out-
let, The Restaurant, but this eatery has a wide 

To savour Padma's take on a popular local 
dish, I ordered Iga Sapi Bakar Galunggung, which 
is also one of the hotel's signature dishes. 
This dish consists of juicy, fl ame-grilled beef 
short ribs; vegetables cooked in kalas (spice 
mixture consisting of coconut milk, turmeric, 
galangal, shallots, garlic and ginger); clear 
broth; and rice. Named after the volcanic Ga-
lunggung Mountain, the ribs seasoned with 
spicy chilli sauce and peppers, is a tribute to 
the fi ery mountain. And it certainly lived up 
to its name… as a Malaysian who is used to 
zesty fare, I found the dish to be really tasty but 
also incredibly spicy. Thankfully, I had one of 
Padma’s signature mocktails, Padma Exotic, to 
wash it down. Made with Blue Curacao Syrup, 
lime, soda, sliced fruits and cotton candy, the 
concoction was reminiscent of childhood days 
spent at funfairs. 

There’s a place for everybody at Padma 
Bandung, be it a local seeking a weekend es-
cape, or an executive on business. At Padma 
Bandung, it doesn’t matter who you are – once 
you check in, you are promised the perfect 
getaway.  JL. RANCA BENTANG 5658 CIUMBULEUIT, BANDUNG 
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