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Passion, imagination and creativity have inspired some of mankind's 
greatest inventions.
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Necessity may be the mother of 
invention, but there are many 
inventors who are driven simply 
by the pure passion to make a 
diff erence in the world. Here 
are some forward thinkers who 
relentlessly pursued their ideas and 
immensely benefi ted humankind.
 
WRIGHT BROTHERS Wilbur and 
Orville Wright are responsible for 
you sitting aboard this plane right 
now! The brothers’ desire to build 
airplanes was sparked the day their 
father bought them a ‘helicopter’ toy 
made from bamboo, paper and cork. 
Their fi rst breakthrough happened 
on December 17, 1903. On that day 

in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the 
brothers alternated piloting the 
Wright Flyer, the fi rst powered aircraft. 
Both brothers succeeded in keeping 
the aircraft aloft, but Wilbur managed 
to keep the Flyer in the air longer 
when he fl ew it for 59 seconds at 852 
feet. www.history.com 

LEONARDO DA VINCI Considered 
a true Renaissance man (a multi-
talented, knowledgeable person), 
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) 
is famous the world over for his 
paintings, Mona Lisa and The Last 
Supper. The artist was also an inventor, 
architect and engineer, and came 
up with ideas that were ahead of 

his time. Many of his early sketches 
included drawings of tanks, fl ying 
machines and diving suits, which only 
became a reality hundreds of years 
later! www.history.com 

THOMAS EDISON With over 1,000 
patents fi led, Thomas Edison is 
known as one of the most prolifi c 
inventors ever. He’s credited as the 
inventor of the light bulb, but what 
many people don’t know is that 
light bulbs were already in existence 
during his time. What Edison did was 
create a vacuum in the light bulb 
and change the type of fi lament 
used, which drastically improved its 
performance. www.thomasedison.org 

POP QUIZ
Take this quiz to see
how much you know
about inventors and
their inventions!
1. What did Levi
Strauss invent?

2. Galileo invented the 
telescope. True or False?

3. Were the fi rst eyeglasses 
invented to improve short 
or long distance vision?

4. The fi rst bicycle had 
wheels that were both the 
same size. True or False?

5. Which was invented 
fi rst, the loom or the 
spinning wheel?

6. Who invented paper – 
the Chinese, Babylonians 
or Syrians?

7. What Roman invention 
brought water into the 
cities – the aqueduct, 
bathhouse or water 
pump?

1  Find a square paper 
and fold it diagonally 
in half to form a 
triangle.

2  Fold the triangle 
in half then open 
it again to create a 
crease in the middle.

3  Fold the two 
bottom corners of 
the triangle upwards.

4  Pull in the top 
corner towards 
yourself and fold it.

5  Now turn the paper around and draw in 
the cat’s eyes, whiskers, nose and mouth. 
The crease you created in Step Two should 
give the face a 3D eff ect!

Paper Cat
Let’s have fun 
with origami and 
make a cat face! 
Just follow these 
simple steps.

ANSWERS: 1 JEANS 2 FALSE, IT 
WAS HANS LIPPERSHEY 3 SHORT 

DISTANCE VISION 4 FALSE, THE 
FRONT WHEEL WAS LARGER THAN 

THE REAR 5 THE LOOM 
6 CHINESE 7 AQUEDUCT

A guy walks into a bar and 
sees some meat hanging 
from the ceiling. 

CUSTOMER: What's up 
with all the meat hanging 
from the ceiling?

BARTENDER: If you can 
jump and touch the meat, 
you get free drinks. But 
if you miss, you have to 
buy everybody a drink. 
Wanna try?

CUSTOMER: Nah, the 
steaks are too high!

SOURCE: www.
worldpatentmarketing.com

SOURCE: reddit.com

48 APR 2017

www.travel3sixty.com 

t360 Apr2017_070317_B_tsy.indd   48 16/03/2017   6:05 PM


